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adopted without a dissenting vote. The resolution^ later revised,
made the Constitution the "supreme law of the land" arid bound
the Judges in even* state to support it,
Martin had not intended his motion to go so far, but it is
notable that Maryland, New Jersey, and Delaware could now
support measures which they would presumably have opposed if
they had not known they were to have equal representation in
the Senate*
The problem of the executive ran through several days, with
digressions. On the 17th it was again agreed that the executive
should be one person, be chosen by the national legislature, and
have powers to carry into effect the national laws and to appoint
officers in cases not otherwise provided for. His term of office
was again fixed at seven years, but he was made eligible a second
time. On the 19th the term was changed to six years. On the
19th, his election by the legislature was questioned. If he could
be re-elected, would he not be so dependent on the legislature as
to be unwilling to resist it, and even willing to intrigue with it?
Where then would be the division of powers in the departments
of the government? Ellsworth of Connecticut moved that the
executive be chosen by electors appointed by the state legisla-
tures, which was voted that day. On the 24th the Convention
changed its mind and returned to election by the national legis-
lature. This brought up again the matteoLof re-eligibility. It was
generally agreed that if the executive was to be elected by the
legislature, he should not be re-eligible. But for the sake of
stability, he might be chosen for a longer term: eight, eleven.,
fifteen, twenty years were mentioned, but no vote was taken.
Finally on the 26th the Convention went back to the first Vir-
ginia plan for a single term of seven years and no re-election.
On the 2Ist the executive's veto power was confirmed as in the
revised Virginia plan reported by the committee of the whole.
During these indecisive days Wilson steadily insisted on the
election of the executive by the people, and numerous schemes
were proposed without effect. It was generally felt that the
citizens of any given state would vote only for local candidates,
would indeed not know about able men in other states. As inter-
state information then went, this was probably true. Though
nothing was more important than that lie people should elect ,
the President, this could be effectively done only through electors

